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to seize their food, to attack animals, to protect their goods,
to move quickly from place to place. A woman, who can
be overcome by force by almost any man, and who must
spend long periods of her life tied down and still further
weakened with pregnancies and the care of children, is much
less of an asset to the group and may easily become a liability.
These were days when life was carried on largely by indi-
vidual strength and by mobility ; and when 'vir-tue' was but a
name for manliness. Of course, women were needed to bear
children, to satisfy men sexually, and to do minor jobs; but
there were lots of them available for all this, especially as
they were less likely to be killed off-in fighting and hence
were more numerous than men. Furthermore, it was absolute-
ly impossible for a woman to exist without a man to look
after her. She was economically and in every other way
dependent on man. The few ways in which man was de-
pendent on woman, none of them absolute once he was
weaned, counted for little in comparison. To such societies
we do not look for systems of ethical equality between the
sexes, or for feminist movements.
A modern industrialized society is totally different. The
chief secondary distinction of a man, his strength, is practical-
ly of no value. There is almost nothing that he can do with
it in a modern city, certainly nothing of any value. It is not
as much of an asset as intelligence, nor even as a knowledge
of typewriting. The things that need doing in a modern
society can on the whole be done as well by a woman as by
a man ; some, indeed, not so well, but several of them better.
Any ethical or religious subordination of women to men, as
less valuable or good, is not in correspondence with the
concrete facts. However rigid may be its psychological hold,
and however painful its supersession, because it is not in
correspondence with the facts it must eventually disappear.
The one primary distinction remains, that of a woman's
bearing and raising children. This deprives her of her
independence to a nowadays constantly decreasing extent:
with vacuum cleaners, tinned fruit juice, and modern flats,
the woman in a highly industrial society, say New York, or